MUTINY MEMOIRS.               l g?
adherence to " drill." Such mechanical
regularity of movement might be all
very well for the parade-ground; but in
real soldiering, such as this, " individual
initiative " must take its place. In they
went, by twos and threes, just as they
came to the ford, and floundered across:
but at this juncture a couple of guns of
ours opened on them, and made their
passage very uncomfortable; for those
who were not knocked out of their sad-
dles got drenched by the splash of the
projectiles. Once across, they continued
their career at best speed for another mile
or two before drawing rein. On the
whole, I do not think they enjoyed that
morning's ride very much.